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Summary:On August 6, 1945 the US dropped an atomic bomb ("Little Boy") on Hiroshima in

Japan. Three days later a second atomic bomb ("Fat Man") was dropped on the city of

Nagasaki. These were the only times nuclear weapons have been used in war.- I do not hold

the copyrights to any of these contents as they are all from Wikipedia and it has been

published here just for the convenience of e-readers purposes only.

To understand modern China, writes Steven W. Mosher, one must understand that country's

ancient sense of self. For 48 of the last 50 centuries, China has had the largest population and

the most advanced economy in the world--and the Chinese know it. They have always viewed

themselves as "culturally superior to other peoples," writes Mosher, an expert on China and

author of A Mother's Ordeal. The Chinese also possess a self-identity dependent upon the

concept of what Mosher calls "the Hegemon": "the non-Western notion that the premier goal of

foreign policy should be to establish absolute dominance over one's region and, by slow

extension, the world." All the feel-good talk coming out of Washington about "strategic

partnerships" and "most-favored-nation status" are woefully naive, says Mosher. The Chinese,

he writes, believe they are in "a worldwide contest with the U.S. to replace the current Pax

Americana with a Pax Sinica." In other words, they want nothing less than to displace the

United States as the world's sole superpower.Mosher debunks what he considers to be the

most pervasive and harmful myths about China: the notion that democracy is inevitably in its

future, that market forces will advance freedom, that exposure to American culture will lead to

change, and that technological developments such as the Internet will propel reform. In short,

he firmly opposes all the rosy scenarios embraced by Congress and the Clinton administration.

This is a provocative book--and one the Chinese government surely won't welcome, given its

deep suspicion and frequent reference to the 1989 Tiananmen Square massacre. Neither will

many American elites, who come in for a severe beating: "It is a scandal that most former

secretaries of state (beginning with Henry Kissinger), most former national security advisors

(also beginning with Kissinger) and most of their senior deputies have gone into the China

trade subsequent to their government service, often without even allowing the passage of a

decent interval before beginning to cash in." Mosher wants Americans to make a more cold-

eyed assessment of a country he believes is not a friend, but a threat. --John J. Miller--This text

refers to an alternate kindle_edition edition.About the AuthorSteven W Mosher --This text refers

to an alternate kindle_edition edition.
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Atomic bombings of Hiroshima and Nagasaki The , with the consent of the as laid down in

the , dropped on the Japanese cities of and in August 1945, during the final stage of . The two

bombings, which killed at least 129,000 people, remain the only use of nuclear weapons for in

history. In the final year of the war, the prepared for what was anticipated to be a very costly .

This was preceded by a U.S. that obliterated many Japanese cities. The had concluded when

signed its on May 8, 1945. The Japanese, facing the same fate, refused to accept the Allies'

demands for unconditional surrender and the continued. Together with the United King-dom

and , the United States called for the uncon-ditional surrender of the Japanese armed forces in

the on July 26, 19453gF†P alternative being “prompt and utter destruction”. The Japanese

response to this ultimatum was to it. In July 1945, the Allied successfully in the desert and by

August had produced atomic weapons based on two alternate designs. The of the was

equipped with the specialized version of the , that could deliver them from in the . On August 6,

the U.S. dropped a uranium atomic bomb () on the city of Hiroshima. American President called

for Japan's surrender 16 hours later, warning them to“expect a rain of ruin from the air, the like

of which has never been seen on this earth”. Three days later, on August 9, the U.S. dropped a

plutonium bomb () on the city of Nagasaki. Within the first two to four months of the bombings,

the acute effects of the atomic bombings killed 90,000–146,000 people in Hiroshima and

39,000– 80,000 in Nagasaki; roughly half of the deaths in each city occurred on the first day.

During the following months, large numbers died from the effect of burns, , and other injuries,

compounded by illness and malnutrition. In both cities, most of the dead were civil-ians,

although Hiroshima had a sizable military garrison. 
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justification are . 1 Background 1.1 Pacific War Main article: In 1945, the

between the Situation of Pacific War by August 1, 1945. Japan still had con-trol of

all of , , and , a large part of China, including most of the main Chinese cities, and much of

the and the entered its fourth year. The Japanese fought fiercely, ensuring that U.S. victory

would come at an enormous cost. Of the 1.25 million battle casu-alties incurred by the United

States in , including both and , nearly one million occurred in the twelve-month period from

June 1944 to June 1945. De-cember 1944 saw American battle casualties hit an all-time

monthly high of 88,000 as a result of the Ger-man .*[1] In the Pacific, the Allies ,*[2] ,*[3] and .*

[4] Offensives were undertaken to reduce the Japanese forces remaining in , and the

Philippines.*[5] In April 1945, American forces , where heavy fight-

12 1 BACKGROUND ing continued until June. Along the way, the ratio of

Japanese to American casualties dropped from 5:1 in the Philippines to 2:1 on Okinawa.*[1]As

the Allied advance moved inexorably towards Japan, conditions became steadily worse for the

Japanese peo-ple. Japan's merchant fleet declined from 5,250,000 in 1941 to 1,560,000 tons

in March 1945, and 557,000 tons in August 1945. Lack of raw materi-als forced the Japanese

war economy into a steep decline after the middle of 1944. The civilian economy, which had

slowly deteriorated throughout the war, reached dis-astrous levels by the middle of 1945. The

loss of ship-ping also affected the fishing fleet, and the 1945 catch was only 22% of that in

1941. The 1945 rice harvest was the worst since 1909, and hunger and malnutrition became

widespread. U.S. industrial production was overwhelm-ingly superior to Japan's. By 1943, the

U.S. produced almost 100,000 aircraft a year, compared to Japan's pro-duction of 70,000 for

the entire war. By the summer of 1944, the U.S. had almost a hundred aircraft carriers in the

Pacific, far more than Japan's twenty-five for the entire war. In February 1945, Prince advised

the that defeat was inevitable, and urged him to abdicate.*[6] 1.2 Preparations to invade

Japan Main article: Even before the on May 8, 1945, plans were underway for the largest

operation of the Pacific War, , the invasion of Japan.*[7] The operation had two parts: and . Set

to begin in October 1945, Olympic involved a series of landings by the U.S. intended to capture

the southern third of the southernmost main Japanese island, .*[8] Opera-tion Olympic was to

be followed in March 1946 by Oper-ation Coronet, the capture of the , near Tokyo on the main

Japanese island of by the U.S. , and Armies, as well as a made up of Australian, British and

Canadian divi-sions. The target date was chosen to allow for Olympic to complete its

objectives, for troops to be redeployed from Europe, and the Japanese winter to

pass.*[9] made this invasion plan obvious to the Japanese; they were able to predict the Allied

inva-sion plans accurately and thus adjust their defensive plan, , accordingly. The Japanese

planned an all-out defense of Ky�·6•k, with little left in reserve for any subsequent defense

operations.*[10] Four veteran divisions were withdrawn from the in in March 1945 to strengthen

the forces in Japan,*[11] and 45 new divisions were activated between February and May

1945. Most were immobile formations for coastal defense, but 16 were high quality mobile divi-

U.S. Army poster prepares the public for the invasion of Japan after ending

war on Germany and Italy sions.* [12] In all, there were 2.3 million troops prepared to defend

the home islands, backed by a of 28 million men and women. Casualty predictions varied

widely, but were extremely high. The Vice Chief of the , , predicted up to 20 million Japanese

deaths.*[13] A study from June 15, 1945, by the Joint War Plans Com-mittee,*[14] who

provided planning information to the , estimated that Olympic would re-sult in between 130,000

and 220,000 U.S. casualties, of which U.S. dead would be in the range from 25,000 to 46,000.

Delivered on June 15, 1945, after insight gained from the Battle of Okinawa, the study noted

Japan's inad-equate defenses due to the very effective sea blockade and the American



firebombing campaign. The , , and the Army Commander in Chief in the Pa-cific, General of the

Army , signed documents agreeing with the Joint War Plans Committee estimate.*[15] The

Americans were alarmed by the Japanese buildup, which was accurately tracked through intelli-

gence.*[16] was sufficiently concerned about high American estimates of probable casualties

to commission his own study by and . Wright and Shockley spoke with Colonels and 1.3 Air

raids on Japan , and examined casualty forecasts by and Gilbert Beebe. Wright and Shockley

es-timated the invading Allies would suffer between 1.7 and 4 million casualties in such a

scenario, of whom between 400,000 and 800,000 would be dead, while Japanese fa-talities

would have been around 5 to 10 million.*[17]*[18] Marshall began contemplating the use of a

weapon which was“readily available and which assuredly can decrease the cost in American

lives":*[19] . Quantities of , , and were moved to from stockpiles in Australia and New Guinea in

preparation for Operation Olympic, and MacArthur ensured that units were trained in their

use.*[19] Consideration was also given to using against Japan.*[20]3 and the between June

and Au-gust 1944. Air bases were developed,*[26] and B-29 operations commenced from the

Marianas in October 1944.*[27] These bases were easily resupplied by cargo ships.*[28] The

began missions against Japan on November 18, 1944.*[29] The early attempts to bomb Japan

from the Marianas proved just as ineffective as the China-based B-29s had been. Hansell

continued the practice of conducting so-called high-altitude , aimed at key in-dustries and

transportation networks, even after these tactics had not produced acceptable results.* [30]

These efforts proved unsuccessful due to logistical difficulties with the remote location,

technical problems with the new and advanced aircraft, unfavorable weather conditions, and

enemy action.*[31]*[32] 1.3 Air raids on JapanMain article: While the United States had

developed plans for an air

ing continued until June. Along the way, the ratio of Japanese to American casualties dropped

from 5:1 in the Philippines to 2:1 on Okinawa.*[1]As the Allied advance moved inexorably

towards Japan, conditions became steadily worse for the Japanese peo-ple. Japan's merchant

fleet declined from 5,250,000 in 1941 to 1,560,000 tons in March 1945, and 557,000 tons in

August 1945. Lack of raw materi-als forced the Japanese war economy into a steep decline

after the middle of 1944. The civilian economy, which had slowly deteriorated throughout the

war, reached dis-astrous levels by the middle of 1945. The loss of ship-ping also affected the

fishing fleet, and the 1945 catch was only 22% of that in 1941. The 1945 rice harvest was the

worst since 1909, and hunger and malnutrition became widespread. U.S. industrial production

was overwhelm-ingly superior to Japan's. By 1943, the U.S. produced almost 100,000 aircraft a

year, compared to Japan's pro-duction of 70,000 for the entire war. By the summer of 1944, the

U.S. had almost a hundred aircraft carriers in the Pacific, far more than Japan's twenty-five for

the entire war. In February 1945, Prince advised the that defeat was inevitable, and urged him

to abdicate.*[6] 1.2 Preparations to invade Japan Main article: Even before the on May 8,

1945, plans were underway for the largest operation of the Pacific War, , the invasion of

Japan.*[7] The operation had two parts: and . Set to begin in October 1945, Olympic involved a

series of landings by the U.S. intended to capture the southern third of the southernmost main

Japanese island, .*[8] Opera-tion Olympic was to be followed in March 1946 by Oper-ation

Coronet, the capture of the , near Tokyo on the main Japanese island of by the U.S. , and

Armies, as well as a made up of Australian, British and Canadian divi-sions. The target date

was chosen to allow for Olympic to complete its objectives, for troops to be redeployed from

Europe, and the Japanese winter to pass.*[9] made this invasion plan obvious to the Japanese;

they were able to predict the Allied inva-sion plans accurately and thus adjust their defensive



plan, , accordingly. The Japanese planned an all-out defense of Ky�·6•k, with little left in reserve

for any subsequent defense operations.*[10] Four veteran divisions were withdrawn from the in

in March 1945 to strengthen the forces in Japan,*[11] and 45 new divisions were activated

between February and May 1945. Most were immobile formations for coastal defense, but 16

were high quality mobile divi- U.S. Army poster prepares the public for the

invasion of Japan after ending war on Germany and Italy sions.* [12] In all, there were 2.3

million troops prepared to defend the home islands, backed by a of 28 million men and women.

Casualty predictions varied widely, but were extremely high. The Vice Chief of the , , predicted

up to 20 million Japanese deaths.*[13] A study from June 15, 1945, by the Joint War Plans

Com-mittee,*[14] who provided planning information to the , estimated that Olympic would re-

sult in between 130,000 and 220,000 U.S. casualties, of which U.S. dead would be in the range

from 25,000 to 46,000. Delivered on June 15, 1945, after insight gained from the Battle of

Okinawa, the study noted Japan's inad-equate defenses due to the very effective sea blockade

and the American firebombing campaign. The , , and the Army Commander in Chief in the Pa-

cific, General of the Army , signed documents agreeing with the Joint War Plans Committee

estimate.*[15] The Americans were alarmed by the Japanese buildup, which was accurately

tracked through intelli-gence.*[16] was sufficiently concerned about high American estimates of

probable casualties to commission his own study by and . Wright and Shockley spoke with

Colonels and 1.3 Air raids on Japan , and examined casualty forecasts by and Gilbert

Beebe. Wright and Shockley es-timated the invading Allies would suffer between 1.7 and 4

million casualties in such a scenario, of whom between 400,000 and 800,000 would be dead,

while Japanese fa-talities would have been around 5 to 10 million.*[17]*[18] Marshall began

contemplating the use of a weapon which was“readily available and which assuredly can

decrease the cost in American lives":*[19] . Quantities of , , and were moved to from stockpiles

in Australia and New Guinea in preparation for Operation Olympic, and MacArthur ensured that

units were trained in their use.*[19] Consideration was also given to using against

Japan.*[20]3 and the between June and Au-gust 1944. Air bases were developed,*[26] and

B-29 operations commenced from the Marianas in October 1944.*[27] These bases were
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1944.*[29] The early attempts to bomb Japan from the Marianas proved just as ineffective as

the China-based B-29s had been. Hansell continued the practice of conducting so-called high-

altitude , aimed at key in-dustries and transportation networks, even after these tactics had not

produced acceptable results.* [30] These efforts proved unsuccessful due to logistical

difficulties with the remote location, technical problems with the new and advanced aircraft,

unfavorable weather conditions, and enemy action.*[31]*[32] 1.3 Air raids on JapanMain

article: While the United States had developed plans for an air A B-29 over Osaka

on June 1, 1945 campaign against Japan prior to the Pacific War, the cap-ture of Allied bases

in the western Pacific in the first weeks of the conflict meant that this offensive did not begin

until mid-1944 when the long-ranged became ready for use in combat.*[21] involved India-

based B-29s stag-ing through bases around in China to make a series of raids on strategic

targets in Japan.* [22] This ef-fort failed to achieve the strategic objectives that its plan-ners

had intended, largely because of logistical problems, the bomber's mechanical difficulties, the

vulnerability of Chinese staging bases, and the extreme range required to reach key Japanese

cities.*[23] (USAAF) determined that , , and in the would better serve as B-29 bases, but they

were in Japanese hands.*[24] Strategies were shifted to accommodate the air

war,*[25] The Operation Meetinghouse on the night of March 9–10, 1945, was the single

deadliest air raid of World War II;*[33] with a greater area of fire damage and loss of life than



the nuclear bombings of Hiroshima or Nagasaki as single events.*[34]*[35] Hansell's

successor, , as-sumed command in January 1945 and initially continued to use the same

precision bombing tactics, with equally unsatisfactory results. The attacks initially targeted key

industrial facilities but much of the Japanese manufac-turing process was carried out in small

workshops and private homes.*[36] Under pressure from USAAF head-quarters in

Washington, LeMay changed tactics and de-cided that low-level against Japanese cities were

the only way to destroy their production ca-pabilities, shifting from precision bombing to with

incendiaries.*[37] Like most , the aim of the USAAF offensive against Japan was to destroy the

enemy's war industries, kill or disable civilian employ-ees of these industries, and . Civilians

who took part in the through such ac-tivities as building and manufacturing muni-tions and

other war materials in factories and workshops were considered in a legal sense and therefore

liable to be attacked.*[38]*[39]4 2 PREPARATIONS Over the next six months,

the XXI Bomber Com-mand under LeMay firebombed 67 Japanese cities. The , codenamed

Operation Meeting-house, on March 9–10 killed an estimated 100,000 peo-ple and destroyed

16 square miles (41 km2) of the city and 267,000 buildings in a single night. It was the dead-

liest bombing raid of the war, at a cost of 20 B-29s shot down by flak and fighters.*[40] By May,

75% of bombs dropped were incendiaries designed to burn down Japan's “paper cities”. By

mid-June, Japan's six largest cities had been devastated.*[41] The end of the that month

provided airfields even closer to the Japanese mainland, allowing the bombing campaign to be

further escalated. Aircraft flying from Allied and the also regularly struck tar-gets in Japan

during 1945 in preparation for Operation Downfall.*[42] Firebombing switched to smaller cities,

with populations ranging from 60,000 to 350,000. Ac-cording to Yuki Tanaka, the U.S. fire-

bombed over a hun-dred Japanese towns and cities.*[43] These raids were also

devastating.*[44] The Japanese military was unable to stop the Allied at-tacks and the

country's preparations proved inadequate. Japanese fighters and antiaircraft guns had difficulty

engaging bombers flying at high altitude.*[45] From April 1945, the Japanese interceptors also

had to face American fighter escorts based on and Ok-inawa.*[46] That month, the and

stopped attempting to intercept the air raids in order to preserve fighter aircraft to counter the

expected invasion.*[47] By mid-1945 the Japanese only occasionally scrambled air-craft to

intercept individual B-29s conducting reconnais-sance sorties over the country, in order to

conserve sup-plies of fuel.*[48] By July 1945, the Japanese had stock-piled 1,156,000 US

barrels (137,800,000 l; 36,400,000 US gal; 30,300,000 imp gal) of for the invasion of

Japan.*[49] While the Japanese military decided to re-sume attacks on Allied bombers from

late June, by this time there were too few operational fighters available for this change of

tactics to hinder the Allied air raids.*[50] indicated that only 5–10 kilograms of isotopically en-

riched was needed for a bomb instead of tons of un-enriched uranium and a neutron

moderator (e.g. heavy water).*[53] Working in collaboration with the United Kingdom and

Canada, with their respective projects and ,* [54]*[55] the , under the direction of Major

General , of the , de-signed and built the first atomic bombs.*[56] Groves ap-pointed to

organize and head the project's in New Mexico, where bomb design work was carried out.*[57]

Two types of bombs were eventually developed. was a that used , a rare of uranium separated

at the at .*[58] The other, known as a , was a more powerful and efficient, but more

complicated, that used created in at . A test implosion weapon, , was deto-nated at , on July

16, 1945, near .*[59] There was a , but it lacked the human, mineral and financial resources of

the Manhattan Project, and never made much progress to-wards developing an atomic

bomb.*[60] 2 Preparations 2.1 Organization and training 1.4 Atomic bomb

development Main article: The discovery of by German chemists and in 1938, and its



theoretical explanation by and , made the development of an atomic bomb a theoretical

possibil-ity.*[51] Fears that a would develop atomic weapons first, especially among scientists

who were refugees from Nazi Germany and other fascist countries, were expressed in the .

This prompted preliminary research in the United States in late 1939.*[52] Progress was slow

until the arrival of the British report in late 1941, which Aircraft of the that took part in the Hi-

roshima bombing. Left to right: , ,

Atomic bombings gas prices, Atomic bombings R Kelly

The book by Frederic de Lavenne de Choulot has a rating of 5 out of 4.8. 437 people have

provided feedback.
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